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GeorGia CounCil for  
international Visitors

about the georgia council 
for international visitors
GCIV builds relationships between the people of our state and 

leaders around the world. Our vision is that every Georgia 

citizen has the opportunity to be globally engaged. We are 

a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization dedicated to “connecting 

Georgians to the world” since 1962. GCIV works with the 

U.S. Department of State to develop a broad spectrum of 

professional and cultural exchange programs for emerging 

global leaders. Our non-partisan citizen diplomacy programs 

provide Georgians with unique opportunities to share best 

practices, insights and friendship with distinguished visitors 

to the United States. 

GCIV administers the U.S. Department of State’s 

International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP) in the state 

of Georgia. Launched in 1940, the IVLP seeks to build mutual 

understanding between the United States and other nations 

through carefully designed professional visits to the U.S. 

for current and emerging foreign leaders. U.S. ambassadors 

consistently rank the IVLP as most effective in a long list 

of public diplomacy tools at their disposal. GCIV is one of 

94 community-based organizations around the country 

that implement this impressive program on behalf of the 

U.S. government. In 2001 the national network, National 

Council for International Visitors (NCIV), was nominated 

for the Nobel Peace Prize for its efforts to foster international 

understanding.

c o n n e c t i n g  g e o r g i a n s  t o  t h e  w o r l d  s i n c e  1 9 6 2

annual report fY 2011

since the program’s inception, over 320 participants in the  

international Visitor leadership Program (iVlP) have gone on  

to serve as heads of government and chiefs of state, including:

Hamid Karzai, Afghanistan

Gordon Brown, United Kingdom

anwar sadat, Egypt

nicolas sarkozy, France

Mikheil saakashvili, Georgia

indira Gandhi, India

adnan Badran, Jordan

Mwaia Kibaki, Kenya

felipe Calderon, Mexico

Kim Dae-Jung, South Korea

frederik de Klerk, South Africa

oscar arias, Costa Rica

A world-wide delegation of 17 NGO representatives and government officials  
with Governor Nathan Deal at the Georgia State Capitol.

a group of visionary women recognize the importance of  
atlanta becoming an international city.  together they form  

the atlanta Committee for international Visitors.

1962 
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gciv international exchange participants

Margaret thatcher visits atlanta as a member of the British Parliament.  
thatcher serves as Prime Minister of the united Kingdom from 1979-1990.

1967 

In fiscal year 2011, GCIV welcomed 442 overseas visitors through the 
International Visitor Leadership Program and various fee-for-service 
programs. These visitors came to Georgia on 70 different programs, 
ranging from individuals to groups of 20 or more. Participants 
represented 112 different countries.

The delegations hosted by GCIV were quite a varied group, including 
public health officials, lawyers, judges, civil servants, NGO and arts 
representatives, business executives, educators, journalists, elected 
officials, community activists, environmental advocates, entrepreneurs, 

students, engineers, archaeologists and curators. In addition to 
coordinating programs for the U.S. Department of State’s International 
Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP), GCIV partners on a wide variety of 
fee-for-service (FFS) programs. While very similar in substance to the 
IVLP, these programs are funded separately. In the past year, GCIV 
completed programs for the Academy for Educational Development, 
CNN, Graduate School, Institute of International Education, Meridian 
International Center, Mississippi Consortium for International 
Development, Phelps Stokes, USAID and World Learning.

2011 international visitor programs

fY 2011 iVlP totals 
quarter     # of programs     # of visitors

     1                        13                        82

     2                        22                        137

     3                        17                        108

     4                        15                        90

totals                        67                        417

fY 2011 ffs totals
quarter     # of programs     # of visitors 
 
     1                        0                        0

     2                        2                        13

     3                        1                        12

     4                        0                        0

totals                       3                       25

2

18 architects, archaeologists, curators and cultural preservation specialists from around the world visit Sapelo Island near Savannah, Georgia.
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Howard Cooke visits atlanta as a member of 
Jamaica’s Parliament.  Cooke serves as Jamaica’s 

Governor-General from 1991–2006.

1971

gciv international exchange participants

GCIV welcomed delegations from 112 countries to the state of Georgia in fiscal year 2011.  
Below are the countries represented and the number of visitors per country: 

Afghanistan       10

Algeria       6

Angola       3

Armenia        3

Australia       4

Austria       1

Azerbaijan              1

Bahamas              9

Bangladesh           4

Belarus       5

Belgium       10

Benin       2

Botswana       2

Brazil       6

Bulgaria       1

Burma       2

Burundi       1

Cambodia       1

Chile       5

Colombia       7

Cote d’Ivoire      1

Cyprus       2

Czech Republic      1

Democratic Republic of the Congo     2

Denmark       1

Djibouti       1

Dominican Republic          2

Ecuador       4

Egypt       5

El Salvador       1

Eritrea       2

Ethiopia       1

Fiji       1

France       7

Gambia       1

Gaza       1

Georgia       5

Germany       1

Ghana       2

Guyana       1

Haiti       4

Hong Kong           1

Hungary       1

Iceland       5

India       7

Indonesia       17

Iran       13

Iraq       19

Ireland       1

Israel       9

Italy       1

Jamaica       1

Jordan       4

Kazakhstan      7

Kenya       2

Kosovo       3

Kuwait       1

Kyrgyz Republic      6

Luxembourg      1  

Macedonia       2

Malawi       1

Malaysia       1

Maldives       1

Mali       1

Mexico       1

Moldova       4

Morocco       8

Mozambique      3

Nepal       2

Niger       1

Nigeria       13

Oman       1

Pakistan       44

Palestinian Territories      2

Papua New Guinea      1

People’s Republic of China     11

Philippines           3

Poland       10

Portugal       1

Romania       2

Russia       32

Rwanda       1

Saudi Arabia      1

Senegal       1

Serbia       2

Sierra Leone      2

Singapore       1

Slovak Republic      1

South Africa      2

South Korea      4

Spain       1

Sri Lanka       4

St. Lucia       2

Sudan       1

Swaziland       1

Taiwan       1

Tajikistan       5

Tanzania       3

Thailand       2

Trinidad and Tobago      1

Tunisia       4

Turkey       2

Turkmenistan      2

Uganda       2

Ukraine       6

United Arab Emirates      1

United Kingdom      1

Uruguay       1

Uzbekistan       3

Vietnam       2

Yemen       7 

Zimbabwe       2

3

Jamaica
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october 17-23 - Multi-regional
Thirteen University Officials
Focus: Higher Education

october 20-23 - russia
Eight Public Health Directors and Doctors
Focus: Non-Communicable Diseases

october 28 - november 3 - algeria, 
Morocco and tunisia
Six Journalists
Focus: Journalism

november 10-12 - france
One Journalist
Focus: Immigration Journalism

november 13-17 - italy
One European Commission Deputy Head
Focus: Refugees

november 14-20 - ecuador
Four Environmental NGO Directors
Focus: Sweet Water Aquariums

november 17-23 - indonesia
Eight Environmental Government  
Officials and NGO Leaders 
Focus: Environmental Law and 
Governance

november 20-24 - Multi-regional
Twelve Public Health Representatives
Focus: HIV/AIDS

november 21-24 - Chile
One Academy and University Coordinator
Focus: Science and Technology

December 5-9 - Pakistan
Nine Law Professors and University 
Representatives
Focus: Legal Education

December 7-11 - indonesia
Eight Airline, Airport and Ministry  
of Transportation Officials
Focus: Aviation

December 9-15 - india
One Ministry of Civil Aviation  
Deputy Secretary
Focus: Civil Aviation

December 11-15 - Poland
Nine NGO Representatives and  
One Editor-in-Chief
Focus: Civic Engagement

January 13-19 - Central asia 
Five Water Research Government Officials
Focus: Water Management

January 13-19 - Multi-regional
Seventeen Delegates
Focus: American Youth

January 22-23 - france
One Ministry of Ecology Project Manager
Focus: Cultural Activities

January 22-24 - Bahamas
Eight Students
Focus: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

January 27 - february 1 - eastern 
and Pacific Asia
Nine Teachers and Education Officials
Focus: Primary and Secondary Education

January 29 - february 2 - iran
Eleven Transportation Officials
Focus: Future Transportation Challenges

february 1-5 - Multi-regional
Twenty-One Delegates
Focus: Civic Activism 
 
february 2-5 - Brazil
One University Professor
Focus: Educational Public Policies

february 4-12 - russia
Five Public Officials
Focus: Accountable Governance

The U.S. Embassy to The Bahamas’ 2011 MLK Essay Winners with U.S. Ambassador to  
The Bahamas Nicole A. Avant outside the birth home of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

complete list of delegations

lloyd erskine sandiford visits atlanta as Barbados’  
Minister of education.  sandiford becomes  

Barbados’ Prime Minister in 1987.

1972 

4

Barbados
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february 10-16 - south asia
Six City Planners
Focus: Urban Planning

february 15-19 - Multi-regional 
Nine Medical and Government Officials
Focus: Public Safety and Pandemic 
Diseases

february 16-19 - Chile 
Four Judges, Lawyers and  
Government Officials
Focus: Intellectual Property Rights

february 18-19 - ukraine
Five Criminal Prosecutors and National 
Security Representatives
Focus: Law Enforcement

february 19-23 - Belarus
Four Editors and One Journalist
Focus: Investigative Journalism

february 19-23 - Cyprus
One Politician
Focus: U.S. Foreign Policy
 
february 23-25 - france 
One Regional Committee of  
Tourism Member
Focus: Minority Integration

february 26 - March 2 - saudi arabia
Ten Ministry of Education Officials
Focus: Religious and Public Education
 
March 2-5 - russia
Eight University Representatives
Focus: University Partnerships  
Promoting Innovation

March 3-8 - Pakistan
Eight Engineers, Researchers  
and Public Officials
Focus: Water Management

 

March 5-9 - Moldova
Two University Rectors and  
One Vice Rector
Focus: Higher Education

March 13-16 - Jordan
One Executive Director for  
Human Rights Law
Focus: International Woman of 
Courage
 
March 23-26 - south and  
Central asia
Seven University Representatives
Focus: University Administration

March 30 - april 2 - france
Two Magistrates
Focus: Criminal Justice

March 30 - april 2 - Brazil
Two Senior Law Enforcement Officials
Focus: Law Enforcement
 
april 13-16- Belgium
Ten Social Activists
Focus: Minority Empowerment

april 23-27 - france
One Journalist
Focus: Diversity

May 3-7 - Pakistan
Seven Government and  
Agricultural Leaders
Focus: Agriculture

May 4-7 - afghanistan
Six University Representatives and 
Ministry of Education Officials
Focus: Higher Education

May 7-11 - Hong Kong
One Department of Justice  
Senior Assistant
Focus: Human Rights

May 9-12 - Korea
Three Communication Professionals
Focus: U.S. Media Coverage  
on Select Issues 
 
May 10-14 - Pakistan
Ten Government Officials, Reporters  
and Executives
Focus: Government Transparency  
and Accountability

May 14-19 - iraq
Two Ministry of Justice Representatives, 
One Judge and One Prosecutor
Focus: Juvenile Justice

May 16 - Multi-regional
Twelve CNN Journalism Fellows
Focus: Home Hospitality

May 18-21 - Georgia
Five Government Officials
Focus: International Adoption
 
May 19-24 - near east and  
north africa
Thirteen Delegates
Focus: Human Rights Advocacy  
and Awareness

Senior Assistant General for Human Rights in the Hong 
Kong Department of Justice, Sau Kong Lee, with Reverend 

Joseph E. Lowery and Representative Tyrone Brooks. 
Photo courtesy Bill St. John.

complete list of delegations

aCiV merges with the atlanta international  
student Bureau and the international Women  

associates is formed.

the aCiV/GCiV language Bank provides  
volunteer interpreters for the airport,  

hospitals and businesses in atlanta.  

1972-1995 1973

LANGUAGE
BANK

5
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May 19-25 - iraq
Seven Journalists
Focus: Journalism

May 25-28 - iceland
Five Airport Officials
Focus: International Aviation  

June 29 - July 3 - China
Seven Directors and Researchers
Focus: Public Health

June 30 - July 6 - Morocco
Four Journalists
Focus: Journalism

July 5-9 - Colombia
Six Arts Representatives
Focus: Arts

July 12-16 - Multi-regional 
Eighteen Architects, Archaeologists, 
Curators and Cultural Preservation 
Specialists
Focus: Cultural Preservation

July 13-16 - Brazil
One Electronic and Mechanics  
System Engineer
Focus: Infrastructure for the Olympics
 
July 20-22 - Pakistan
Ten Activists
Focus: Equal Rights for Citizens

July 23-27 - Kazakhstan 
Five Journalists
Focus: Journalistic Tradecraft and Ethics
 
July 24-28 - tajikistan
Four Government Officials
Focus: Traffic Management
 
July 26-30 - Pakistan
One Professor
Focus: Civil Rights and Interfaith 
Dialogue

July 27-30 - france
One TV Anchorman
Focus: Media/Diversity
 
July 28-31 - Multi-regional
Twenty-Two Delegates
Focus: Public Health

august 3-7 - israel
Four High-School Educational Advisors 
and One National Coordinator of Student 
Immigration
Focus: Multiculturalism in the U.S. 
Education System

august 10-14 - russia
Seven Community Activists
Focus: Youth Activism and Engagement

august 16-20 - Kyrgyzstan
Four NGO Leaders
Focus: NGO Advocacy

august 17-20 - organization for 
security and Co-operation in europe 
(osCe)
One National Program Coordinator, 
One National Legal Officer, One Political 
Military Dimension Assistant and One 
National Public Information Officer
Focus: Democratic Governance and 
Foreign Policy

september 1-7 - united nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
organization (unesCo)
One Associate Expert in the Division 
of Education for Peace and Sustainable 
Development
Focus: U.S. Education

september 4-7 - romania
One NGO Executive Director
Focus: LGBT Rights

september 17-21 - nigeria
Eight National Assembly Members
Focus: Democracy and Good Governance

september 18-21 - regional africa
Ten Public Health Officials
Focus: Public Health and Infectious 
Diseases

october 11-15 - Yemen
Seven Political Activists
Focus: U.S. Political Process

complete list of delegations fee-for-service and today i met...

alain Juppe visits atlanta as Personal Counselor to Jacques 
Chirac.  Juppe becomes france’s Prime Minister in 1995.

22 GCiV volunteers visit the  
People’s republic of China.

1977 1978

6

Emory Ethics Center leaders and their community partners with artists and arts advocates from Colombia to discuss the arts. Photo by Carlton Mackey.
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Russian government officials with students from North Atlanta High School.

today i met... 

complete list of delegations fee-for-service and today i met...

open world

Delegation with Savannah host families at the home  
of Pamela and Sergey Terekhov.

1970-1989

7

Open World delegation learns more about the city  
of Savannah from Mayor Otis Johnson.

today  i Met... is a unique educational initiative connecting global 
professionals to students in Georgia’s public and private schools. GCIV 
staff and educators work together to ensure a two-way learning process 
during these carefully designed school visits. International visitors 
make presentations about their countries and areas of expertise and in 
turn students share their unique perspectives with visitors and convey 
what life looks like from an American student’s point of view. today i 
Met . . . is a mutually beneficial collaboration serving to enrich various 
aspects of schools’ social studies curricula as well as international 
visitors’ understanding of life in the U.S.

Schools that participated in the FY 2011 program include Amana 
Academy, Atlanta International School, International Community 
School, Lovett School, Mohammed Schools and elementary, middle 
and high schools in Atlanta Public Schools, DeKalb County Schools 
and Gainesville City Schools. These schools hosted 121 visitors from 
39 different countries including Afghanistan, Angola, Australia,  

 
 
 
 

 

Belgium, Botswana, Cambodia, Chile, Colombia, Dominican Republic, 
Egypt, Fiji, France, Germany, Ghana, Haiti, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, 
Jamaica, Kenya, Kosovo, Kyrgyz Republic, Luxembourg, Malaysia, 
Nepal, Pakistan, People’s Republic of China, Philippines, Poland, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Tanzania, Thailand, Turkey, United 
Arab Emirates, Vietnam and Yemen.

aCiV/GCiV hosts one of several usaiD Mid-Winter Community seminars held in u.s. cities  
during the Christmas-new Year holiday period for 30-40 students and scholars from different  

countries studying at u.s. universities. the project includes professional conferences, academic seminars, excursions 
to other Georgia cities and american cultural programs. Highlights were visits with atlanta host families for Christmas Day.

Five Russian leaders participating in an Open World program visited 
Georgia in February 2011 to examine accountable governance. Open 
World enables emerging Eurasian political and civic leaders to work 
with their U.S. counterparts and experience American-style democracy 
at the local level.

The delegation took an extended weekend excursion to Savannah 
where they enjoyed home hospitality with local families. Savannah 
volunteer hosts also showcased the Hostess City by arranging various 
cultural and professional excursions including a visit to Tybee Island, a 
walking tour of historic Savannah and a meeting with Savannah mayor 
Otis S. Johnson. 

Homestays in Atlanta enabled the delegation to experience American 
family life. While in Georgia’s capital, they had the opportunity to 
meet with Governor Nathan Deal and Atlanta City Councilmember 
Kwanza Hall as well as attend the opening session of the Georgia 
General Assembly. They met with representatives from community 
organizations including Common Cause Georgia, the Georgia 
Government Transparency and Campaign Finance Commission and 
the Southern Legislative Conference. The delegates toured the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site, Inside CNN Studio Tour and 
attended an Atlanta Thrashers game. They also met with student 
leaders at North Atlanta High School and participated in a roundtable 
discussion with faculty, staff and community members at the University 
of Georgia in Athens.
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Hans & Ada Almering
Anna Alford
Joe Beasley
Lorraine Carribean
Dan & DJ Clancy
David & Beverly Clyde
Sussi Craig
Bob & Charlotte Czekala
Betty Davis
Ray & Peggy Donato
Rob & Rashonda Douthit
Alicja Drolet
Rene Esler & Eric Nankervis
Allen Freedman
Dick & Rusty George
Harlequin Gilchrist
Ray & Jessie Glier
Jerry & Anne Godsey
Dana Greene & Richard Roesel
Ricardo Hayes & Beatriz Golden-Hayes
Jenneke Heerink
Patrycja Horodyska
Sue Hunter & Judy Tabb
Robert & Vevonna Kennedy
Joel Kollin

Jerome & Maria Lancaster
Ron & Bethany Lane
Raj & Alka Naik
Andrew Nedd
Carol Niemi
Gary & Inna Pakhlevanyan
Lee Pasackow
Leslie Petter
Margaret Pumper
Vince & Violetta Rashkova
Nicole Rateau
Ted & Ranjani Revilock
Fred & Gerry Scheer
Bill & June Shassere
Steven & Denise Steele
Carol Stephens
Shell Stuart
Pamela & Sergey Terekhov
Ash & Jeet Thakker
Vicki Van Der Hoek
Geoff & Pat Webber
Steven & Monika White
Carolyn Wills
Steve & Sara Yurman
Joan Zenteno

In fiscal year 2011, over 450 professional resources and 50 community hosts served 
as citizen diplomats on behalf of the Georgia Council for International Visitors. The 
professional meetings resulted in the sharing of best practices between emerging leaders 
from around the world and their counterparts in the state of Georgia. This valuable 
experience often leads to collaboration with colleagues abroad. Home hospitality gives 
international exchange participants the opportunity to share a meal in an American 
home, meet everyday citizens and learn about the culture of the United States. Time and 
time again, international delegates rate home hospitality as the experience that most 
clearly showed them the true America.  

All GCIV professional resources and dinner hosts are volunteers. We cannot list all 450 
professional resources, but would like to thank them all for their time and hospitality. 
Thanks also to the many GCIV members who hosted one or more international visitors 
by sharing a meal and opening their homes in FY 2011:

hosting

Brazilian engineer, Mario Meffe, who is leading infastructure 
projects for the Brazilian Airport Authority, with former 

general manager of Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta  
International Airport, Ben DeCosta.

Volunteer GCIV host Sussi Craig with  
Iraqi journalists and dinner guests.

French TV Anchorman Harry Roselmack with GCIV  
volunteer host and civil rights activist Joe Beasley.

community programs community programs

aCiV hosts the first international Ball. aCiV merges with the atlanta international  
student Bureau and the international  

Women associates is formed.

1981 1981 

8
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IWA members at the fall mountain picnic at the cabin of Lucie Rivera-O’Ferrall. 

The International Women Associates is a group of dedicated GCIV 
volunteers who meet in members’ homes for friendship and cultural 
enrichment. Formed in 1978, IWA brings together women to build 
friendships and help international newcomers become oriented 
to life in Atlanta through a network of support and activities. Other 
members are North Americans who have lived abroad or have interests 
in international affairs. Monthly programs on cultural and educational 
topics enhance the personal and professional growth of the members 
and promote understanding of other cultures and goodwill among the 
IWA members. 

The 2010-11 series was once again a success, featuring educational and 
cultural programs on historic Atlanta architecture, Bollywood, floral 
arrangement, Renaissance music, Turkey, Ukraine and more. Over 100 
members and guests participated in IWA programs this year.

international women associates

community programs

aCiV changes its name to the Georgia Council for international 
Visitors to better reflect its state-wide reach.

1986

GCIV further connects delegations to the community through Global 
Lunch Forums. GCIV members and the community at large are invited 
to a brown bag lunch and briefing from an international delegation in 
town. This is a unique opportunity to meet and dialogue with leaders in 
a variety of fields from all over the world. 

The international guests share their work with local citizens and then 
an engaging discussion begins. The conversation ranges from the 
visitors’ profession, homeland and experiences, to relating common 
issues in the United States and abroad.

GCIV organized several Global Lunch Forums for nearly 100 participants 
in fiscal year 2011. The themes and participants showcased a variety of 
professional backgrounds in a global context. Topics included Refugee 
Integration in the European Union, Educational Public Policies in 
Brazil and LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender) Rights in 
Romania.

global lunch forums 

Fellipe Cavallero da Silva discusses teaching English in the public schools  
of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and the challenges in addressing underserved  

populations at a GCIV Global Lunch Forum.

Irina Georgeta Nita speaks about advocating for LGBT rights in Romania  
at a GCIV Global Lunch Forum hosted by Georgia Equality.

9
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IVLP participant and civic activist Ibrahim Kamara from Sierra Leone  
with GCIV program coordinator Lynn Bazzel.

community programs community programs

Young professionals in metro Atlanta have the opportunity to network 
with each other and emerging leaders from all over the world through 
Envoy. GCIV offers special events to engage young members and give 
visiting international delegations the chance to socialize with Georgia’s 
next generation of leaders. In FY 2011 Envoy members attended an 
Atlanta City Council Advisory Committee on International Relations 
meeting, the Atlanta Dogwood Festival’s La Fête International, Georgia 
Aquarium’s Friday Night Jazz, World Affairs Council of Atlanta’s 
Young Leaders Conference and a private reception for the former 
President of the Philippines and People Power Revolutionary Fidel 
V. Ramos. Envoy also hosted a presentation on the Foreign Service 
by hometown diplomat Rima Vydmantas at the German American 
Chamber of Commerce and a tactics of networking seminar by expert 
Chi Chi Okezie. 

envoy

GCiV becomes the state-wide coordinator for the foreign Policy association’s  
Great Decisions, america’s largest discussion program on world affairs.

1994 

GCIV’s internship program enables the organization to more effectively 
partner with universities by offering practical experience to students. 
Participants receive training in the field of international affairs and 
learn about issues affecting Atlanta and the world. In addition to 
assisting with the International Visitor Leadership Program, interns 
have the opportunity to attend GCIV community programs to further 
their exposure to Atlanta’s international sector. This year GCIV trained 
two interns from Georgia Institute of Technology and Washington and 
Lee University. 

internship program

GCIV Envoys with President Ramos and Honorary Consul General Ray Donato.

10

Hometown diplomat Rima Vydmantas discusses her experience as  
a Foreign Service Officer with Envoys at the office of the German  

American Chamber of Commerce, Inc.

Atlanta City Council’s Advisory Committee on International Relations (ACIR)  
with members of the Consular Corps and GCIV Envoys.
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community programs

GCIV serves as the state coordinator for the Foreign Policy Association’s 
Great Decisions program. In this role, GCIV helps coordinate discussion 
groups and lecture series that give participants the opportunity to 
expand their understanding of world affairs. Topics change annually 
and are based on the FPA’s non-partisan briefing book. Nearly 300 

people participated in the GCIV Foreign Policy Lecture Series. In 
addition, there were approximately 20 discussion groups across 
the state. These community groups met in metro-Atlanta, Decatur, 
Dunwoody, Kennesaw, Marietta, McDonough and Roswell as well as in 
Athens, Big Canoe, Carrollton, Columbus and Demorest.

great decisions

2011 foreign Policy  
lecture series
1/27 - Rebuilding Haiti: Dr. Jennie Lincoln, Principal Research 
Associate, Georgia Tech Research Institute (GTRI) and Former 
Associate Director, Latin America and Caribbean Program, Carter 
Center of Emory University

2/03 - U.S. National Security: Dr. Robert Kennedy, Professor, Sam 
Nunn School of International Affairs, Georgia Institute of Technology 

2/10 - Horn of Africa: Ambassador Gordon Streeb, Visiting Professor of 
Economics, Emory University and Former Associate Executive Director 
for Peace Programs, The Carter Center

2/17 - Responding to the Financial Crisis: Sheila Tschinkel, Former 
U.S. Treasury Economic Adviser to Ukraine and former Senior Vice 
President and Director of Research, Federal Reserve Bank Atlanta

2/24 - Germany Ascendant: Dr. John Duffield, Professor of Political 
Science, Georgia State University

3/03 - Sanctions and Nonproliferation: Dr. Jarrod Hayes, Assistant 
Professor, Sam Nunn School of International Affairs, Georgia Institute 
of Technology

3/10 - The Caucasus: Dr. Bijan Fazlollahi, Professor, J. Mack Robinson 
College of Business, Georgia State University 

3/17 - Global Governance: Dr. Christopher Brown, Vice President 
for Research and Analysis, World Affairs Council of Atlanta, J. Mack 
Robinson College of Business, Georgia State University

Nearly 300 people participate in the GCIV Great Decisions Foreign Policy  
Lecture Series hosted by the Dunwoody United Methodist Church.

GCiV hosts its first Community Connections delegation.  
the program offers home-stay based practical  

training opportunities in the u.s. for professionals  
from across the former soviet union.

GCiV partners with the Consular Corps and 
transforms its annual international Ball into 

the first international Consular Ball.

1998 1999

11
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GCIV’s International Consular Ball continues to be Atlanta’s 
premier international event. Nearly 300 of Atlanta’s business 
and civic leaders hosted 40 members of the Consular Corps at 
the Piedmont Driving Club for the 30th annual International 
Consular Ball on Saturday, May 7, 2011. GCIV proudly hosts 
the black-tie gala each year to honor the men and women   
serving as consular representatives in Georgia.  

Guests enjoyed perfect spring weather during the cocktail 
reception on the terrace, a sophisticated dinner of osso buco, 
exciting silent auction and raffle prizes and live entertainment 
provided by the Joe Gransden Quartet. The raffle prize donations  
from the Consular Corps and local businesses raised funds to support 

 
 
 

GCIV’s work to build international understanding and cooperation. 
GCIV extends special thanks to the corporate partners and patrons for 
their support of GCIV’s citizen diplomacy work and the 30th annual 
International Consular Ball.

International Dining Experiences give members the chance to meet 
visiting delegations in a more informal, social environment. IDEs take 
place at a different ethnic restaurant around the 15th of every other 
month. Members are encouraged to bring friends and neighbors as 
an introduction to GCIV. Many of our hosts enjoy this opportunity to 
meet other members while sampling exotic cuisines. In FY 2011, GCIV 
organized six IDEs involving over 200 hundred guests. GCIV also 
hosted world-wide delegations of CNN Journalism Fellows at half of 
the IDEs. Restaurants included Anis Bistro, Cafe Bombay Indian Bistro, 
Nakato Japanese Restaurant, Penang Malaysian Restaurant, Pizzeria 
Venti and Taverna Plaka.

international consular ball 

international dining experiences

Members of the Consular Corps at GCIV’s International Consular Ball.

GCIV members and CNN Journalism Fellows perform a  
traditional Greek dance at Taverna Plaka.

community programs consular ball donors and members

12 GCiV volunteers visit Cuba.the nCiV network is nominated  
for the nobel Peace Prize.

2001 2005

12

Lutz Görgens, Consul General of 
Germany and Dean of the Consular 
Corps, and Candace Byrd, Mayor  

Kasim Reed’s Chief of Staff.

2011 Consular Ball co-chairs Silvia  
and Jorge Fernandez. 
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Platinum sponsors 
($10,000)
Delta Air Lines
Metro Atlanta Chamber
The Cola-Cola Company

silver sponsors 
($5,000)
Georgia Department of 
    Economic Development
Georgia Power
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta 
    International Airport
InterContinental Hotels Group
Invesco
Kuck Immigration Partners LLC
Regency Suites Hotel

Bronze sponsors 
($2,500)
Atlanta Convention &  
    Visitors Bureau
Barclays Capital
Credit Suisse
Emory Healthcare
Grant Thornton
Habif, Arogeti & Wynne, LLP
Hennessy Automobile Companies
JPMorgan Chase
Kia Motors Manufacturing Georgia
RBC Capital Markets
Studley, Inc.
UBS

Global Partners 
($10,000)
Delta Air Lines
($2,500)
Regency Suites Hotel 
($1,000)
Chattahoochee Technical College
Deutsche Bank
Ernst & Young

ambassador  
($1,000+)
Nicolas Aquino
Charlie & Nancy Bedford
David & Beverly Clyde
Lindsay & Rosie Davidson
Clark Dean
Kevin Glass
Mrs. Richard B. Hallock
Phil & Raye Handler
Jim & Sue Heerin
Charles Kuck
Scott & Laurie Nichols
Sunny Park
Darren & Ann Short
Tycho Stahl & Yonni Kim
Bruce & Sharon Taylor
Raul & Annie-York Trujillo
Miller & Carolyn Williams
Lynne Zappone

Chargé d’affaires  
($500+)
Ada Almering
Jim & Carol Dew
Sherry Mueller
Shell Stuart

Consul 
($250+)
Theodore R. Britton, Jr.
Maria Cabrera-McDonald
Bruce Cotterman
Ray Donato
Yelena Epova
Jorge & Silvia Fernandez
Helen Hoverman
Ginny Johansmeier
Jessica Lewis
Jim & Elizabeth Munson
Margaret Pumper
Jai Rogers

attaché 
($100+)
Ranjani Balasubramaniam
Judge Dorothy Toth Beasley
Colin Brady
Dennis Brown
Lorraine Carribean
Ted & Gudrun Chapman
Sussi Craig
Suzanne Dunn
Silvana Eakin
Anne Hansen
Cathy Harper
Jenneke Heerink
Charles & Betsy Marvin
Ashley Mastin
Bernice Maw
John O’Shea
Jim Pearson
Mark Pierson
Nicole Rateau
Sandra D. Robertson
Richard Roesel & Dana Greene
Mary Udie
Miroslava Torres Young

Citizen Diplomat  
($50+)
David Aferiat
Rebecca Aggrey
Sylvia Aggrey 
Hayat Ames
Pilar Amir
Charlene Anderson
Karen Babino
Leni Baker
Marika Barbalho
Heidi Bassano
Eva Becerra
Paige Becquet
Ann Beeson
Elizabeth Bessonette
Ruth Blackstock
Luke Blanchford
Maria Bloom

Christa Burry
Judy Cantwell
Jill Carlson-Miyatake
Jeanne Castell-Kozik
Dan & Silvana Cavellier
Dan & DJ Clancy
Patricia Clay
Elizabeth Coleman
Lyn Coltman
Pamela Cooper
Annie Craeninckx
Themis Poulos Cramer
Myra Crawford
Susan Dalton
Millie Davila
Betty Davis
Andrea Denny
Patricia DeSouza
Patricia Donald
Ed Dreistadt
Amy Edwards
Adel Elmankabady
Elizabeth Etoll
Linda Farrell
Orysia Fisher
Rosalie FitzPatrick
Grace Fleming
Louise Fortin
Dieter & Christine Franz
Robert Franz
John Gamwell
Ka’rin Gardner
Richard S. George
Laura Gilmore
Anne Godsey
Nathan Gold
Clark & Gail Goodwin
Beth Graham
Cherlyn Granrose
Beatriz Golden Hayes  
    & Ricardo Hayes
Cindy Haygood
Peggy Helm
Maria Hobart
Mariolga Hoffman
Nancy Hollister
Patrycja Horodyska

consular ball donors and members

GCiV organizes the first atlanta summit on Citizen Diplomacy  
hosted by the atlanta international school. 

2006

13
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Citizen Diplomat 
($50+) 
Susanne Howe
Jean Rich Keenan
Mary Kitchens
Mazlum Kosma
Bobbi Kornblit
Birgit Kraemer
Bobbie Kraus
Beth Kroger
Nolly Ladha
Donna Laird
Rae Leffman
Terri Lynn Lewis
Valarie Lischer
Antonella Lovinger
Neneh Macdouall
Josephine Maloney
Karen Manzini
Barbara Marnock
Josie Marto
Doreen Massell
Marianne McConnel
Faye McKay-Clegg
Sandy McQueen
Marlene Mehnert
Emmanuel & Queen Meheux
Pamela Morris
Joseph Ngi
Lea Nixon
Marilyn Odom
Alphonso Ogbuehi
Bjorg Olafsdottir
Babs Onabanjo
Habib Osta
Harshika Patel
Lee Pasackow
Madelu Perezdelara
Odette Petit-Morphy
Leslie Petter
Cara Polk
Janet Prioleau
Rosemary Quillin
Nikki Regis
Joyce Rennolds
Dan Reuter
Theodore Revilock
Jean Robertson

Lauren Rock
David M. Ross 
Armando Ruiz
Punam Sachdev
Soudabeh Sadri
Anita Sahni
Weslyn Samson
Drew Seibert
Fay Selvage
Carol Sharkey
William & June Shassere
Toshi Shimizu
Helga Siegel
Lya Sorano
Elizabeth Morgan Spiegel
Denise Steele
Ash & Jeet Thakker
Birgit Trabold-Dorazewski
Sheila Tschinkel
Tracy Tumlin
Renate Vasquez
Flor Velarde
Gloria Walker
Patricia Walsh
Thomas Watkins
Helene Weiss
Richard Welch
Terri Whitesel
Carol Wien
Carolyn Lee Wills
John Wilson
Krystyna Wilson
Emebet Workeneh
Lisa Wright
Stuart & Camille Yahm
Yoko Yoshida
Janet Zetterstrom
Durshi Zoberi

envoy 
($25+)
Pamela Amparo
Henry Aparicio
Jose Aparicio
Irene Bailey
Emily Baughman
Dineo Brinson

Keisha D. Cameron
Eleanor Carter
Asenith Dixon
Rob Douthit
Noah Downer
Colin Dube
Thomas Eichelberger
Willy Elizarov
Kassa Elliott
Maryam Farooq
Olivia Futrell
Nancy Gastel
Scott Grant 
Cher Gregoire
Cheryl Hammock
Zamila Karimi
Svetlana Kulikova
Nick LeVan
Maria Mandic
Obinna Morton
Carlyn Nankervis
Amanda Nichols
Steve Paek

K.M. Perry
Amanda Scott
Xaleon Shields
Shaldona Sumpter
Marina Tanjga
Qianwen Wang
Ivy Willis
Jessica Wolff
Christina Zaytsev
Raminta Zebrauskas

lifetime Members
Hans & Ada Almering
Pin Pin Chau
Jim & Carol Dew
Lew & Anne Hansen
Marianne McConnel
Helga Siegel
Miguel Southwell
Claudia Turner
George & Judy Varga

consular ball sponsors, global partners, donors and members gciv leadership

GCiV partners with fulton County on the Global Youth  
leadership Program. students and chaperones  

visit south africa in 2008 and Germany in 2009.

six businesswomen from algeria, Bahrain, lebanon, 
Morocco and the West Bank participate in the Middle east 

Partnership initiative (MePi). MePi fellows complete 
5-month internships with Coca-Cola, Cajun operating  

Company and the Metro atlanta Chamber. 

2007 2008

14

GCIV board chair Lindsay Davidson with National Council for International 
Visitors (NCIV) president Sherry Mueller.
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gciv leadership

board of trustees

staff
SHELL STUART, Executive Director

EMILY O’HARRIS, Program Director

NICOLE RATEAU, Community Programs Coordinator

IRENE BAILEY, Global Partnerships Manager

RENEE LIBBY, Lecture Series Coordinator

LYNN BAZZEL, Program Coordinator

ERIC WALKER, Technology Coordinator

TED CHAPMAN, Driver Extraordinaire

“I love great Georgia! ”  
— Mahmood Jan, 2011 IVLP Participant, Afghanistan

“Atlanta: where it can feel  
warm on a cold day.”  

— Yoryis Regginos, 2011 IVLP Participant, Cyprus

W. LINDSAY DAVIDSON, CHAIR
Invesco

E. MILLER WILLIAMS, JR., VICE-CHAIR
Ernst & Young, LLP

J. DAVID CLYDE, SECRETARY
Spinnaker Medical Consultants Interna-
tional

YELENA EPOVA, TREASURER
Habif, Arogeti & Wynne, LLP

LAURIE GRANT NICHOLS, PAST CHAIR
DMP Executive Search

CHARLES BEDFORD 
Atlanta Council on International Relations

THEODORE R. BRITTON, JR. 
Honorary Consul General of the  
Republic of Albania

CLARK DEAN
Studley, Inc.

RAOUL “RAY” DONATO 
Honorary Consul General of the Philippines

SILVANA EAKIN
International Women Associates, Chair

JORGE FERNANDEZ 
Metro Atlanta Chamber

PHIL HANDLER
UBS

JENNEKE HEERINK
DYMO

GINNY JOHANSMEIER
VLJ Consulting

YONNI KIM 
Arnall Golden Gregory, LLP

CHARLES KUCK 
Kuck Immigration Partners

JESSICA LEWIS
Alston & Bird

JIM MUNSON 
Munson International

JOHN E. PARKERSON, JR. 
Clayton State University
Honorary Consul of Hungary

MARK PIERSON
Pierson Global Group

JAI ROGERS
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta  
Foundation

DARREN SHORT
RBC Capital Markets

LAURA TORDELLA 
The Coca-Cola Company

ANNIE-YORK TRUJILLO
International Women Associates

KRISTIAN WOLF
German American Chamber of  
Commerce of the Southern US, Inc.

TAL WRIGHT
Georgia Power

LYNNE ZAPPONE
AFC Enterprises

GCiV receives Governor’s international award for its  
international educational program today i Met . . .GCiV hosts nCiV’s southern regional Meeting.

2008 2011

15
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In March GCIV hosted 2011 International Woman of Courage honoree 
Eva Abu Halaweh. The prestigious Secretary of State’s award annually 
recognizes women around the globe who have shown exceptional 
courage and leadership in advocating for women’s rights and 
empowerment, often at great personal risk. It is the only Department 
of State award that pays tribute to women activists worldwide.

Eva Abu Halaweh has dedicated her career to advocating for the 
vulnerable people of Jordan. As executive director of the Mizan Law 
Group for Human Rights, she developed a legal team that provides free 
legal advice and counseling, often the only option for those seeking 
justice. She has taken on sensitive issues, including action against 
what many human rights activists term a “culture of torture and abuse” 
within Jordan’s prison system and police stations resulting in deaths. 
Halaweh’s work has influenced the government’s actions to prevent 
torture and prosecute such violations. Her advocacy opposing the 
government’s use of administrative detention to “protect” women at 
risk of so-called “honor crimes” has changed lives. She has secured the 
release of more than 24 women from prison, some detained for more 
than ten years, through mediation with families and the authorities. 
Undeterred and refusing to back down, she continues her work to 
prevent torture and police abuse and to help save the lives of women.

While in Atlanta, Halaweh met with representatives from the Georgia 
Justice Project, the National Center for Civil and Human Rights, 
UNIFEM, CARE and the Carter Center. She also visited the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site and participated in dinner 
hospitality with GCIV trustees Ginny Johansmeier and Jessica Lewis 
and GCIV executive director Shell Stuart.

France’s first black evening news anchor, Harry Roselmack, visited 
Atlanta in late July 2011 under the auspices of the U.S. Department of 
State’s International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP). His program 
focused on diversity in the media and while here he examined the 
legacy of the American Civil Rights Movement, the interrelationship 
between politics and the media, trends in new media including 
citizen journalism, representation and promotion of diversity in the 
“mainstream” media and the relationship between “mainstream” 
media and minority media.     

While in Atlanta, Roselmack took a VIP Inside CNN Studio Tour, 
lunched with V-103 radio personality Frank Ski and led a roundtable 
discussion with youth from the Boys & Girls Club and 100 Black Men 
of Atlanta at Alliance Francaise d’Atlanta. He also dined with Joe 
Beasley of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition and other civil rights activists, 
toured the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic Site coordinated 
by City Councilman Kwanza Hall and escorted by Fulton County 
Commissioner Joan Garner, explored the Metro Atlanta Urban Farm 
with District 2 Chief of Staff Jay Tribby and visited with journalism 
faculty and students of Clark Atlanta University and CAU-TV.

delegation spotlight

delegation spotlight

2011 International Woman of Courage honoree Eva Abu Halaweh at dinner 
hospitality with GCIV trustees Ginny Johansmeier and Jessica Lewis, GCIV  

executive director Shell Stuart and State Department Interpreter Ellen Wingo.

GCiV celebrates 50 years of connecting  
Georgians to the world!

75 fulbright scholars from institutions  
across the u.s. visit atlanta for an enrichment 

seminar focused on human rights.

2011 2012
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